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PAPERS 




Relating to the State of Ireland. 



No. 1. 

(No. 1. Series 2 nd .) 

EXTRACT of a Dispatch from the Marquess Wellesley, k. g. Lord Lieutenant 
of Ireland, to the Right honourable Robert Peel; dated Dublin Castle, 
1st May 1822. 

— “ This Dispatch, and that which accompanies it, will embrace the whole 
period of time, which has elapsed from the l6lh of February to the 16th of April 
1822. I have thought, that a more clear view might be afforded of the whole 
matter, by a separate consideration of the state of the province of Munster from 
the other Provinces ; and by annexing the 

“ Statement of Reports received from the country, in the form of an 
Appendix, instead of inserting it in the body of the dispatch. 

“ The provinces of Ulster, Connaught, and Leinster, will form the subject of this 
dispatch ; and you will find my observations on the condition of Munster in the 
dispatch of this date. 

“ In referring to the Appendix, you will observe, that the state of the province 
•of Ulster certainly is less favourable, than it has hitherto been my duty to represent 
it ; but although great outrages have occurred in some districts, the general con- 
dition of that province is exempt from any open appearance of a spirit of insurrec- 
tion ; and the offences committed have been such, as may be met and corrected in 
the ordinary course of law, with due aid of an effective police. It is, however, 
painful to add, that strong indications have been generally manifested of a resistance 
to the process of the law, in many cases affecting the property as well of the land- 
holders, as of the clergy of the established church. But I do not apprehend any 
serious danger in Ulster, while tranquillity can be maintained in other parts of 
Ireland. In Connaught some appearances have occurred, which marked, that the 
spirit prevailing in Munster, had been extended, in some degree, to parts of 
Connaught. From the vicinity of the county of Clare to Limerick, it might have 
been expected, that much more disturbance would have occurred in Clare than has 
been experienced ; especially as the distress for provisions has been so anxiously 
apprehended in Clare. If it should be practicable to relieve the urgent fear of famine, 
while tranquillity can be maintained in Limerick, I trust that it may not be 
materially disturbed in Clare. 

“ In Mayo outrages have occurred ; but whatever mischievous spirit may exist in 
that country, its operation has been checked by the timely vigilance of the magis- 
trates and gentry, whose exertions merit the warmest commendations.” 

“ I am induced to expect, that by a similar course of proceeding, the gentlemen 
of the county of Mayo will preserve the peace of that district from any important 
disturbance. 

“ Galway has also been preserved from all serious interruption of the public tran- 
quillity by the exemplary conduct of the resident gentry ; who. are justly entitled to 
the approbation of His Majesty’s government; and I am persuaded, that I can 
safely assure you of the continuance of their loyal spirit, and active attention to 
their respective duties. 

“ In Sligo, several instances of outrage have called for the exertion of the magis- 
trates ; but no event has yet been reported to me, which appeared to require more 
than the vigorous application of the ordinary powers of law. 

423 * Some 
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Reports from 
Magistrates, &c. 

County Down. 



County Donegal, 
23d February. 



28th February. 



4 PAPERS RELATING TO 

“ Some of the magistrates of Sligo, whose loyalty, zeal and integrity are of the 
i highest description, have thought it necessary to desire the application of the powers 
of the Insurrection Act, not only to the whole county of Sligo, but to parts of Mavo* 
the magistrates of Mayo having represented against the latter branch of this request] 
and the law officers of the crown having been of opinion, that the informations 
transmitted by the magistrates of Sligo, stated no offence which might not be punished 
or restrained by the ordinary course of law, I have not deemed it consistent with 
my duty to apply the powers of the Insurrection Act, according to the desire of the 
magistrates of Sligo. 

In Roscommon several acts of violence have been perpetrated, and the spirit of 
the populace appears to be of a very turbulent character ; but no event has hap- 
pened to excite any just apprehension, that insurrection is likely to occur in that 
district. 

“In the province of Connaught generally, I have every reason to believe thatthe 
great body of the population has been sworn. 

“ With respect to Leinster, the whole province (with the exceptions hereafter stated) 
has afforded no instances of disturbance beyond those which might be expected 
from the generally defective state of the police throughout the country. The excep- 
tions will be found in the vicinity of Edenderry, on the borders of King’s County, 
and Kildare ; where, however, the arrival of a military force has restored tranquillity! 
— In Westmeath, especially in the barony of Moycashel, to which barony I have 
thought it necessary to apply the provisions of the Insurrection Act. 

** In P arts of Carlow, bordering on Kilkenny, and in Kilkenny, where the out- 
rages committed have assumed a character which appeared to require the applica- 
tion of the Insurrection Act ; it is some satisfaction to add, that the respectable 
law officer, Mr. Townsend, who has been sent into that county, reports, that the mere 
proclamation, under the Act, has already produced very salutary results. 

“ But although the province of Leinster generally presents inconsiderable appear- 
ances of public disorder, the great sources of calamity, as well as the irritating 
causes of discontent, exist in this province to the most alarming extent. 

The direct operation of the provisions of the Insurrection Act will be more 
fully stated, in considering the condition of the province of Munster, and of those 
districts which have been most seriously disturbed. Although the report contained 
in this dispatch, of the situation of the other provinces of Ireland, is far from satisfac- 
tory, and certainly less favourable than any view which I have yet taken of that 
branch of my charge, I am convinced that the provinces of Ulster, Connaught and 
Leinster, would have presented, at this moment, a much more afflicting scene] if the 
wisdom of His Majesty’s government and of Parliament, had not furnished the 
Lord Lieutenant with the means which have been employed to check the progress 
of disorder in the province of Munster.” 



ULSTER. 

' A magistrate states, that a farm house, in this parish, was set on fire on the 28th 
February, and nearly consumed, with two horses, a cow and two goats, and house- 
hold furniture. An attempt was made to set fire to another house, on the ni«ht of 
the 1 st instant. 0 

An officer encloses informations of the cowhouses and out offices of several 
farmers being maliciously set on fire, and with many head of cattle and Other 
property, totally consumed. 

Another magistrate states the circumstances of the outrage mentioned by, the 
chief magistrate, and transmits a copy of the notice as follows : — 

“ Whereas it appears, after some deliberation of we, the inhabitants of .Inch, that 
“ you, Philip Haggarty, have been most active in having die people overwhelmed 
“ w ‘th rent, now know ye, that if you do not depart this island before the first day 
“ of March next, your reward is at hand.” A 

A clergyman states, that two houses on the glebe of the parish of Killybegs* frorp 
whence the tenants had been ejected, were burned to the ground, on the night of 
the 94th. 1 'V 

A magistrate 
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A magistrate states, that nightly meetings prevail in this county. The people 7 S Marti, 
assemble in great numbers, dressed in white shirts. 1 7 * 

A clergyman observes, that the spirit of outrage which lately manifested itselfin , a ,h March 
some part of the barony of Enmshowen, has, during the last week, been further 
displayed by some cruel acts of violence, in the parish of Lower Moville The 
ploughs of some persons, who had taken farms, deserted by the former occupants 
were maliciously destroyed; and a bailiff engaged in the collection of rents has 
sustained personal injury. 

A magistrate reports that on the night of the 23d, a large party attacked the 3 d ApriL 
house of a person of the name of Low, who had lately taken a farm in the town- 
land of Drumgoman, the former tenant having been turned out for nonpayment of 
rent; they levelled part of his dwelling-house and all his offices, and left a threat- 
ening notice for him to quit, on pain of death. He also mentions the attack on 
Mr. Hamilton s bailiff. 

w"„ 0 f h ,b ma 8 ist r at = stat “! “> M ° n ‘he tight of the instant, at the veiy isd. April. 

time of the arrival of a military party at Glentis, which had been ordered on his 
representation, a house, in which cattle were impounded for rent, was broken open 
and the cattle taken away. r ’ 

A clergyman states, that there appears to be an increased disposition in the people coum. Tyrone 
to oppose the execution of the laws in this parish ; that his bailiffs were prevented l.i ApriL 
lrom doing their duty by an armed mob ; and that notices have been posted with 
a view to deter any person from serving law processes. 

CONNAUGHT. 

d„T he f°.k Ce e CO “ mal i“? il ’ g encloses a threatening notice, which was posted on the County Slim 
door of the Sessions House, of the town of Ballymote. i 3 th February. 

Major Bridgeham forwards a notice, which was served on the house of Michael uyth February. 
-M Donagh, who had lodged informations against one Hart, a ribbon-man. The 
object of the notice was to deter M‘Donagh from prosecuting. 

A magistrate encloses information of one Bailey, a farmer, whose house was «h Mareh 
broken into by a banditti, who violated his wife in his presence, and beat him 
severely. A similar outrage was committed on the wife of his son-in-law, Thomas 
jarrell, another farmer in that neighbourhood. 

A magistrate transmits a memorial from the magistrates of the county of Sligo oth Audi 
represent, ng that it has appeared to them, that the upper half of the barony of 
lyreragh is, and has been for some time, in such a state of actual disturbance as is 
described m the Insurrection Act; and that it has further appeared to them, that 
fte remainder of the county together with the adjoining parishes of Attymass and 
Kilgarvy m the barony of Gallen, and Ballindorn barony of Costelbt, county of 
Mayo, are m immediate danger of becoming so; and therefore praying, that the 
provisions of the said Act may be extended over the county of Sligo (the town of 
Sligo excepted) and the three parishes above recited, in the county of Mayo. 

4 , 22 , d April.— The magistrates were informed by the Lord Lieutenant’s command, 

U>at his Lxcellency did not deem it at present expedient, to apply the provisions of 
the Insurrection Act to the county of Sligo, as required by the memorial. 

™tfc c T 8IStrate -j tat !? that nig ¥? meetings, and the administering of unlawful County of Mayo 
oaths, have considerably increased during the last month. He applies for authority 7 7 ' 

to search for arms. J 

Sir John Elley encloses a letter from an officer, observing, that symptoms of Major General Sir 
disturbance have again appeared in the neighbourhood of Castlebar; nocturnal J. Filey, 
meetings ot the peasantry have increased. Arhlone, 

„ ■ A KK I ” a6 i !tri T e “ cl . oses a notice . respecting tythes, rents, &c. ; represents his W * r ' h ' 

Httl^ 

A magistrate encloses informations of baronv of Gallen 

relative to an attack on his house, the 2d of April, by a banditti, who swore the 
* “ inhabitants 
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County Clare. 
Major Warburton, 
Ennis, 

15th February. 



Colonel Thornton, 
5th April. 



County of Galway. 



Major D’Arcy, 
Dalystowu, 
20th February. 



Major D'Arcy, 
Dalys town, 
6th March. 



County of Ros- 
common, 

11th April. 



Major General Sir 
John Elley, 
Athlone, 

28th March. 



Major Wills, 
Roscommon, 
30th March. 



6 PAPERS RELATING TO 

inhabitants whether they had money, and not finding any, they departed, declaring 
they would return on another night ; and threatened them, that if not prepared with 
money, they should forfeit their lives. 

The chief magistrate of police has reason to apprehend serious disturbance in 
the eastern part of this county. The peasantry have had very considerable assem- 
blies in that neighbourhood, which were attended by persons from Limerick, who 
used every effort to procure a diversion in favour of that county. 

Colonel Thornton reports the burning of six houses, on the property of Mr. 
Jackson, in the county of Clare, but not more than two miles from Limerick ; 
supposed to have been in consequence of his having lately dispossessed some tenants 
of their farms, and relet them to others, who had just taken possession of them. 

A magistrate states, that several hundred ribbon-men assembled on the evening 
of the 16th, in his neighbourhood ; they attacked the house of two respectable 
farmers, Theobald Burke and Thomas Sheridan ; they seized the arms of the former, 
the latter had lodged his in a place of security ; the party were armed with musquets 
and pikes. 

A magistrate reports, that on the night of the 1 3th, the church of Tynagh was 
broken open, and the communion cloth and other articles of furniture carried off ; 
and on the following night, a similar outrage was committed on the church of 
Kiltouna. 

The chief magistrate reports, that some renewals of disturbances have taken place 
in the barony of Dunmore, immediately on the borders of the county of Mayo. On 
the night of the 5th, a large body of ribbon-men attacked the houses of some 
respectable fanners, in the parish of Monthsfield, demanded arms, and swore the 
owners as to con acre rents. On the 1 7th, a notice was posted on the chapel of 
that parish, regulating the rent of con acres, and signed, “ Captain Alexander 
W right.” 

The chief magistrate reports, that on the night of the 2d March, a banditti broke 
into houses of some farmers near Dunmore, swore the inhabitants not to take con 
acre land unless at a reduced price, and beat a man of the name of Driscoll severely, 
for having taken land of that description. 

On the night of the 28th February, 20 sheep of a farmer named Calanen, were 
maliciously houghed on the lands of Brienfield, near Maylough. 

A party of seven men (who are known) went to the house of Conamane, near 
Portumna, on the night of the 2d instant, severely beat him, his son and daughter, 
and desired him to leave his house, as it would be burned in consequence of his 
daughter having given information of an illicit still. The family quitted the house, 
and it was burned that night. 

The chief magistrate observes, that the spirit of outrage is extending itself again 
through the county. On the 31st of March, seven houses in the parish of Tibohan, 
barony of Boyle, were attacked by an armed banditti, who plundered the inmates. 

On the night of the 3d instant, the houses of two men in the parish of St. Peter’s, 
and barony of Athlone, were forcibly entered by a banditti, who fired several shots, 
and cautioned the inmates not to execute decrees, or that General Rock would 
punish them ; and on the night of the 9th, the house of a Mr. Bierne, of Corbay, in 
the parish of Dunn, in the same barony (upon whose herd a threatening notice was 
served on the 26th of March) was maliciously set on fire. 

Sir John Elley reports, that on the night of the 25th March, a haggard be- 
longing to Mr. Welsh, in the parish of Drum, barony of Athlone, containing twelve 
tons of hay, was consumed by incendiaries. A notice was also affixed on his gate. 
Same night, the house of James Dunn, of Clemark, same barony, was destroyed 
by fire. 

The chief magistrate reports, that the system of outrage and nightly meetings of 
marauders has again been manifested in this county. On the night of the 25th, a 
hayrick, the property of Mr. Walsh of Mount Hussey, parish of Druna, was con- 
sumed by fire. (Reported by Sir John Elley.) 

LEINSTER. 
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LEINSTER. 

The magistrates state that a number of men entered the lands of Kantwik, between County Dublin. 
Dublin and Santry, on the night of the 10th, and maliciously cut in pieces three Magistrates Head 
ploughs, the property of Laurence Farrelly ; the party were well armed. j u "^ Iarch# 

The magistrates report, that the house of Robert Staunton of Ballymascomey, 14th March, 
which was attacked on 19th January last, by a party of men who robbed him of a 
pistol, was maliciously set on fire on the night of the 1st of March ; but owing to 
the timely assistance of the neighbours, it was prevented from spreading ; and on the 
morning of the 14th, the house was again set fire to and consumed. 



The chief magistrate reports, that his district is apparently tranquil ; but monthly County Westmeath, 
meetings are regularly held by committees of two descriptions, one composed of a *5th February, 
higher class (farmers) who receive delegates, and communicate with similar meetings 
throughout the country ; the other composed of desperate characters, who endeavour 
to establish a system of terror, by violently assaulting all those who will not enter 
into their views. 



The chief magistrate reports, that although no actual outrage has been recently MajorO’Donoghue, 
committed, several threatening notices in the name of Captain Rock, have been 8t ^ lll y gar ’ 
lately posted in different parts of the country. prl 

The chief magistrate of police reports, that on the borders of his district, near County Kildare. 
Blessington, a labourer was murdered by four armed men, two supposed to have ^"^Tandy, Esq. 
been strangers, and two resident in the neighbourhood ; several meetings have been 24th ‘ February, 
dispersed by the police. A threatening notice has been received by Lieut. Fenton, 
to be in readiness to deliver the ammunition of his corps to the insurgents when 
called for. 

An officer reports an attack made on a farmer’s house named Hurst ; the house 4 tb March, 
having been set fire to, he made his escape. 

A magistrate states, that at a meeting of magistrates in Kildare, at which the Duke 7th March, 
of Leinster presided, eighty respectable householders and farmers were appointed 
special constables. He represents, that the farmers in the direction of the Hill of 
Allen, are under the influence of terror, and that many acts of nightly atrocity have 
been committed and not divulged, and in proof of these outrages encloses informations 
of a farmer, whose house was forced at night, and the owner flogged. 



The chief magistrate reports, that great alarm prevails in this part of the country, 
in consequence of several notices having been posted within the last few days, signed 
General Rock. 

A magistrate states, that a notice, threatening houghing cattle, burning, murder, 
&c. was posted on the night of 1st, on the gate of a farmer’s house near Arklow. 



County Wicklow. 
James Tandy, Esq. 

Baltinglass, 

4th March, 
ad April. 



The chief magistrate reports, that on the night of 2d instant, eighteen h 
:attle were houghed at Cronyhorn, in the barony of Shillela, county Wicklow. 



Head Ot James landy, fcsq. 
Kilcullen, 

4th April. 



A clergyman reports, that an assemblage of persons was observed on a retired County Carlow, 
part of the track line of the river Barrow, on 28th ultimo ; this occurrence, con- 4th March, 
nected with repeated information which he has lately received of similar meetings 
having been held in this neighbourhood, convinces him that there is a systematic 
plan in operation amongst the working classes to disturb the peace of this country. 

He has reason to know that the persons who frequent these meetings are sworn. 

A magistrate encloses the information of whose house was 14th Mareh. 

attacked and robbed of arms, by a party who also left a threatening notice at a house 
on the lands of Drumphicis. 

The chief magistrate reports the burning of a barn belonging to Denis Kilshela, James Tandy, Esq. 
in the parish of Myshel ; his dwelling-house, which was also set on fire, was saved Kilcullen, 
by the exertions of the police. llth Ap * 

An officer reports, that on the night of 1 st March, about thirty men, well armed, King’s County, 
went to the house of John Clarke, about three miles from Edenderry, and after 3 d March, 
beating and otherwise abusing him, set a griddle on the fire, and told him it should 

42 3 - be 
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be his punishment the next night they visited him, if he did not immediately quit 
2d-) the farm ; it is understood that he gave it up the next day. 

The same officer reports, that on the night of the gth, a body of men went to the 
lands of Tubberdaly, and destroyed the ploughs and farming utensils of one “ Gill ” 
who had just taken possession of his farm of 1 50 acres, and left a notice that they 
would destroy him and his family, if they came to reside on it. 

The chief magistrate of police transmits a notice, posted near General Taylor’s 
Mount Heaton, threatening, that if he did not discharge Kennedy, who is in his 
service, they would visit him ; and desiring him to reduce the rents of his lands. 

An officer reports, that a man of the name of Cooper, and his daughter who 
prosecuted two men convicted at Philipstown for robbery of arms, were passing 
through Edenderry, on their way to Dublin, when a woman named Hart, and 
several men and boys, set up an outcry against them, and cautioned the people not 
to give them a night’s lodging, as they were perjurers, and had sworn away the life 
of two men. They were pursued to Carbury by the mob, pelted with stones, and 
but tor the timely interference of the yeomanry, would, in all probability, have 
been murdered. Hart has been taken, and will be prosecuted by Cooper. 

chief magistrate states, that several stand of arms have been surrendered to 
Mr. Drought of Lettybrook, through the influence of Mr. Delany, p. p of the 
parish of Kinnelty. 

Countyofiiiifceuny. A magistrate states, that on Sunday the 24th March, a numerous armed banditti 
went through his part of the county in search of arms. They succeeded in seizing 
some, and swore those who had not any to use their exertions to procure them. 
A j riV u F be on S in 8 t0 Mr. Johnston, who is a receiver to a considerable property 
under the court, was shot in the act of driving cattle. Lord Ormond's woodranger 
was also fired at ; his life is despaired of. On the night of the 1st, a process-server 
was fired at and wounded ; his death is also expected. His house was burnt to 
ashes by the insurgents. 



Major Powell, 
Roscrea, 
I2ih April. 



4th April. 
5th April. 
7th April. 



13 th April. 



A magistrate mentions, that on the ad, at night, eight stand of arms were-taken 
by the whiteboys. 

A magistrate states, that two houses were burned on the night of the 4th, within 
three miles of Carrick, and above twenty horses taken by the banditti. 

A magistrate expresses much anxiety for the enforcement of the provisions of 
the Peace Preservation Act. He reports the burning of a house in his neigh- 
bourhood. e 

A magistrate mentions, that scarce a night passes free from the commission of 
acts of outrage in the barony of Knocktopher, and in many parts of Kells and 
Iverk ; all dominion over landed property is in abeyance, as no person can enforce 
payment, or dare to turn out a defaulting tenant ; even leases of some years duration 
have been attacked, and threatenings, with the penalties of burning and death are 
constantly employed, which have had such an effect on many who have been for 
a considerable time in quiet possession, and who have expended much money on 
their tarms, that they are about to surrender them to the landlords. 



(N« 



N" 2. 

2. Series 2 d.) 



(N° 2.) 

(N 0 2, Series 2*.) 

EXTRACT of a Dispatch from the Marquess Wellesley, k. g. Lord Lieutenant 
1 May 1822 t0 thC Rlght hon0urable Robert Peel 1 dated Dublin Castle, 
SIR, 

BEFORE I proceed to submit to you my view of the state of the province of 
Munster, from the lbth of February to the 29th of April 1822, I take the liberty 
ot soliciting your attention to some preliminary considerations, relating to events in 
that province, which have been already submitted, in due order of time, to the notice 
ot His Majesty s government. 

The 
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The result of the special commission which sat at Limerick, combined with the 
vigilance and activity of His Majesty’s troops, had restored, for a short period of (N 
time a degree of tranquillity to the county of Limerick, when the spirit of disorder 
burst forth in the county of Cork, with additional circumstances of violence and 
outrage. 

To repress the insurrection actually existing in the county of Cork, the army in 
Munster was reinforced from the northward ; and the arrangements required for 
that operation, necessarily occasioned some change of quarters, and other movements 
of the troops in. the county of Limerick. 

During the interval of this necessary, and ultimately salutary operation, the 
tumults in the county of Limerick revived with the utmost fury; and while the 
insurgents, who had taken the field in the county of Cork, were speedily dispersed 
by His Majesty’s troops, in the county of Limerick, the vicinity of every post 
evacuated by the army, even for a day, became the scene of the most brutal and 
sanguinary excesses. 

In the county of Cork, at the same period of time, whenever the military could 
not be present, the disturbances prevailed without limit, until the result of the special 
commission at Cork opposed some restraint to the progress of general confusion in 
that county ; leaving however many districts in a condition of great disorder. 

From this disastrous temper of mind, the country slowly and imperfectly reco- 
vered, as fresh troops from the northward occupied the stations. 

The documents submitted to His Majesty’s government during the period of time 
to which I have referred, will prove, that the gentry of the county of Limerick, and 
many of that class in the county of Cork, were under the necessity of confining 
■; themselves to their houses after sunset, with the strictest precautions for personal 
, security ; whilst all those of the lower classes of society, who had manifested a dis- 
i position to obey the law', were compelled to relinquish their habitations and property 
to the domination of the prevailing rebellion, against the authority of the state. 

Every principle of justice, policy, and humanity, required that this unhappily 
fixed order of violence should be overthrown ; that the restraints audaciously im- 
posed on obedience to the law by criminals and by convicts, should be removed ; and 
that crime should be subjected to the penalties which it had so long inflicted upon 
innocence. 

These are the considerations which demanded the powers of the law granted by 
the legislature to the executive government of Ireland under the Insurrection Act. 
They who dared to be obedient to the law', were punished by the controul of a pre- 
dominant power, exercising lawless, cruel, and savage tyranny; this calamitous 
inversion of public order could not be corrected, until the populace should be com- 
pelled to abstain from persecuting the law, and those who submitted to it ; and 
should be admonished, by the close visitation of lawful power, to observe the duties 
of domestic regularity and public peace. 

I have deemed it to be my duty to offer these observations to your judgment, for 
the purpose of explaining, that my principal object in suggesting to the wisdom 
of His Majesty’s government, the revival of the Insurrection Act, was to relieve 
those who faithfully obeyed the law, from the arbitrary power of those who wickedly 
violated it. In the dreadful state of the country to which I have adverted, appli- 
cation having been regularly made to me by the magistrates of the county of Limerick, 
and county of the city of Limerick (as far as related to the southern liberties of 
that city,) a proclamation was issued, placing those districts under the Insurrection 
Act. Soon after that time, the magistrates of the county of the city of Limerick, 
applied for the extension of the proclamation to the northern liberties; to which it 
was extended accordingly. Mr. Serjeant Torrens was appointed to preside at the 
special sessions in Limerick ; and I request your attention to the extracts from his 
letters, inserted in the Appendix to this dispatch. 

The operation of the powers exercised under the Act, from the 28th of February, 

(the day on which the special sessions were Opened at Limerick), appears to have 
been regularly, ■ although gradually and slowly, advantageous to the tranquillity of 
the' district 'of Limerick ; 'great 1 progress' appears to" have been made tow ards the 
restoration of order within the period of the first session, until the adjournment 
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took place, in consequence of the assizes at Limerick. Although that adjournment 
was limited to a few days, and although it might reasonably have been ‘supposed 
that the regular assizes, which produced many convictions, and many punishments’ 
might have made some impression on the temper of the country ; it is a lamentable 
truth, that the suspension of the pressure of the Insurrection Act, for a few days 
during the regular assizes, occasioned injurious consequences to the peace of the 
country. 

This circumstance proves that the ordinary powers of the law were not sufficient 
at that period of time to maintain public order in the district of Limerick. When 
the special sessions met, after the adjournment, the revival of disorder, and even of 
outrage, which had occurred during the adjournment, is apparent from the letters of 
Serjeant Torrens, and from the facts, stated in other advices received from the 
country. But you will observe, that the subsequent statements (since the date of the 
meeting of the special sessions after the first adjournment) afforded a clear and satis- 
factory view of the progressive and salutary operation of the provisions of the Insur- 
rection Act, (aided by a sufficient police and military force), in preventing nightly 
meetings of the populace, the outrages occasioned by such assemblages, and generally 
in tranquillizing the country. ° 

TTie magistrates of the county of Limerick appeared to have conducted themselves 
with great activity and spirit, in assisting the operation of the law, from the first 
period of its introduction ; and it is impossible to bestow too much commendation 
on the exertions of the police under Major Wilcocks, and of His Majesty’s troons 
under the command of Colonel Thornton. J J 1 

Mr. Seijeant Torrens is particularly entitled to the approbation of His Majesty’s 
government, for the firmness, moderation and ability, with which he administered the 
law'; he revived the declining spirits of the magistracy, and conciliated the whole 
body ot that country in an united sentiment of confidence and respect. 

You will remark with satisfaction the almost uninterrupted course of improvement 
in the condition of Limerick, under the firm and steady administration of the provi- 
sions ot the law. The number of outrages sensibly diminished in every part of the 
country ; until, at length, scarcely an instance of disorder was visible in those places, 
where the disturbance had raged with the greatest violence. Nightly meetings of the 
populace ceased ; even the system of menacing proclamations was relinquished • the 
people began to return to their ordinary labour ; and the whole country assumed the 
appearance of tranquillity and good order. This favorable state of affairs has con- 
tinued since the period of the adjournment of the special sessions, which took Dlace 
on the 1 7th of April. v 

Mr Serjeant Torrens has personally confirmed to me the statements, which appear 
m his letters, and in those of Colonel Thornton, and Major Wilcocks ; and I do not 
now hesitate to declare, that the application of the Insurrection Act to Limerick has 
been completely successful in suppressing tumult and outrage. 

Unfortunately, however, the greater part of the intelligence which I have received 
concurs m representing the spirit and temper of the people of Limerick to be unaltered’ 
and their disposition to lawless violence to be still unabated ; it was not to be ex- 
pected that a total change could be wrought in so short a space of time: and un- 
doubtedly, the first symptom of an inclination towards improvement must always 
have been the cessation (although reluctant) of actual crime. The law, which by 
salutary restraints has produced this happy effect, has laid the first foundation of 
U 6 1 , . ’ wh ,^ h ma y probably produce permanent benefit in every mind not 

absolutely incorrigible. J 

Although the general tenor of the reports which have reached me, certainly re- 
presents the temper of the people to be unchanged ; from some districts, even 
among those which have been most disturbed, 1 have received authentic accounts 
ot the rising symptoms of honest regret and shame for past misconduct, accom- 
panied by a. deep sense of the infatuated imbecility and weakness of the defeated 
projects ot insurrection and outrage ; some districts have remained faithful to the 
law, amidst the highest agitations of the surrounding country ; and in these, a sen- 
ment ot the most laudable pride has been generally manifested, and a just ambition 
country acontmuanceof the approbation and respect of the government and the 

Great 
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Great expectations have been formed at different periods of time, of the general 
surrender of the arms, which have been plundered in the course of the disturbances ; 
and offers have been made of conditional surrender, under promise of pardon to 
offenders ; no such system of compromise has been sanctioned by my authority. 

In Limerick, the surrender of arms has neither been general, nor, in many cases, 
fr'ee from suspicion of treachery ; and an opinion prevails among the local, civil, 
and military authorities, that the country cannot be deemed tranquil, until a general 
surrender of arms shall have been made to the officers of government. 

Whatever view may be taken of this question, it is evident, that such recovery, 
as has already been effected of serviceable arms, has been obtained by the operation 
of the Insurrection Act ; and it seems, therefore, not unreasonable to hope, that 
a steady enforcement of the same law may ultimately, although gradually, produce 
similar consequences, of more extensive advantage. 

In the county of Cork, I have already observed, that the Special Commission 
appeared to have produced more general and more favourable results than the pro- 
ceedings of a similar commission in Limerick ; much disorder, however, still re- 
mained ; and accordingly the magistrate, with great propriety, applied for the en- 
forcement of the Insurrection Act, in the county and liberties of the city of Cork, 
and the special sessions were opened at Cork, by Mr. Serjeant Lloyd accordingly. 

The success of the law in the county of Cork has been uniform (with few inter- 
ruptions), and Cork is now generally free from outrage or disturbance ; it is however, 
my duty to add, that the same observations which have been made respecting the 
disposition of the populace, and the feigned surrender of arms in Limerick, are 
equally applicable to Cork. 

I connot conclude my observations on the restoration of tranquillity in the county 
of Cork, without expressing the strongest approbation of the services, judicious 
movements, and exemplary conduct of His Majesty’s troops in that district, under 
the active and skilful command of Sir H. Gough. 

In the county of Kerry, the occurrence of many outrages induced the magis- 
trates justly to apply for the same powers, which have been so usefully exercised in 
Limerick and Cork. 

Accordingly, Mr. Macartney opened the special sessions in Kerry ; and you will 
observe with satisfaction, the success of the law in that county. 

On this subject, I take the liberty of referring you to the extract of a letter from 
a magistrate, inserted in the Appendix to this dispatch. I apprehend, however, 
that no effectual change has yet been accomplished in the disposition of the people 
of Kerry. 

In the county of Waterford, there has been no material interruption of the public 
tranquillity ; some outrages have occurred on the borders of Kilkenny, which are 
policed in the Appendix. In the county of Tipperary, differences arose among the 
magistrates respecting the necessity of applying the powers of the Insurrection Act 
to various parts of the county. 

After full examination of this complicated and embarrassed matter, I determined 
to postpone my decision, until the assizes at Clonmel should be concluded, and to 
request a report from the Judges on the state of the county of Tipperary. In con- 
sequence of that report, and of other information, I have applied the Insurrection 
Act to several parts of that county, and the special sessions have been opened by 
Mr. Blacker. The reports which I have since received from Tipperary, are not of 
so decisive a character, as to enable me to form a clear judgment upon the state of 
that country ; it appears however, that in those places where the Insurrection Act 
has been duly carried into effect, salutary results have been produced. 

From the facts and observations stated in this dispatch, I trust that His Majesty’s 
government will be enabled to form a competent opinion on the present state of the 
province of Munster. 

I submit to your judgment my deliberate opinion, that the condition of that 
province, with respect to public order, is considerably improved ; and that this es- 
sential improvement must be ascribed to the operation of the powers with which 
His Majesty’s government and Parliament have invested the Lord Lieutenant, under 
the Insurrection Act. 

423. (In 
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Reports from 
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Limerick, 

5th March 1822. 



Limerick, 

Uth March 1822. 



Limerick, 
27th March. 



Rathkeale,, 
31st March. 
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(In the Lord Lieutenant’s of the 1st May 1822.) 

EXTRACTS of Letters from Mr. Serjeant Torrens. 

Before I set out for Rathkeale, to . which place I have adjourned the special 
sessions of the peace, I am anxious to let you know something of what has been 
passing here for the last four days. There has been in all 1 1 convictions under the 
Insurrection Act, and I consider them all to have been good cases for example 
and punishment, and I directed their immediate transmission to Cork for trans- 
portation. 

The last two nights have passed without the report of any particular outrage in 
this quarter. I ought to add, we have had many satisfactory acquittals, and in no 
case has there been a difference of opinion on the bench. 

The reports from the west have not yet come in. I shall remain at Rathkeale 
until Saturday, and shall by that time be able perhaps to form some reasonable 
opinion of the efficacy of the Insurrection Act in this district of country. 

Since my letter of the 5th to you, I have held a special sessions at Rathkeale. 
There were some important cases tried, and 4 or 5 convictions of notorious offenders. 
In all, there were 1 3 convictions during the four days the sessions continued, and 
I have transmitted 11 of them to Cork for transportation. There have been no 
new outrages committed since I last wrote, and the Act, I think, is beginning to 
work. There was a homicide in the neighbourhood of this town, committed on 
Saturday evening ; but as far as I have been able to learn the facts, the dispute 
between the deceased and the person who killed him, arose from something uncon- 
nected with the public disturbances. The assizes of this town and county, commence 
on the 15th, and it has been usual to adjourn the serjeant’s court during the assizes ; 
it would be impossible indeed to get public officers and magistrates to attend. May 
I therefore beg of you to present my humble request to his Excellency, for his per- 
mission to leave the county during the assizes. I conceive the adjournment too 
will be of importance, to give the misguided time to reflect on what is past, and what 
is before them. 

I arrived here on Sunday evening, and on Monday and yesterday was occupied 
m disposing of the cases which had occurred in this neighbourhood during my 
absence. I am very apprehensive, that during the interval of the assizes, the panic 
which was created by the operation of the Insurrection Act, has in some measure 
began to subside, and that it will be necessary to adhere some time longer to the 
measures of immediate and prompt transportation, which I was at first obliged to 
adopt; the absence of the gentry from their houses during the assize week, and the 
escape from gaol of two principal persons who had given information, has also 
tended very much to give new confidence to the insurgents ; one of them, a man of 
the name of O’Neil or Neal, has since his escape been murdered, and a like fate 
is apprehended for the other ; there has not been any surrender of arms, save of 
a very few useless pieces, and I almost despair of their being given up, until the 
vigorous operations of the Act shall have convinced the insurgents that there is no 
use in retaining them ; in my address to the magistrates, at the sitting of the court 
on Monday, I told them, that it was forthwith their duty to disabuse the public in 
their respective neighbourhoods as to the notion that had gone abroad, that upon 
a surrender of a certain quantity of arms, convicted persons would .be released ; 
but if there should be a boni fide and general surrender of arms in any particular 
parish or district, I informed them, I should consider it my duty, to recommend to 
his Excellency, that such district should be released from the operation of the Act so 
far as regarded nightly visits and arrests ; I have, however, no very confident hope, 
that this suggestion will be, at least for the present, adopted. 

Yesterday evening I finished my sittings at this place, where a great many persons 
remained in custody for trial ; there were a great number of acquittals in the pro- 
priety of which I entirely concurred ; there have been eight convictions, and four of 
them were of that class of persons upon whom I considered it of importance for the 
public peace, that the sentence of transportation should be forthwith executed, and 
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they have been been accordingly transmitted to Cork ; I expect very good results v. 
from these convtctions. ° (N . ^ ai) 

The arms hitherto surrendered, are of no value or fit for service. I propose, at Reports from 
the present, to hold a court at Newcastle. I have reason to hope, that one or two Magistrates, &c. : 
examples made on the spot there, will be attended with good effect, and will <dve 
confidence to the few loyal persons who reside in that neighbourhood. 

The people are busily employed in their labours. 

I have every reason to be satisfied with the manner in which things are going on Limerirk 
here. Ihe people are shewing a manifest disposition to surrender the arms, and in oth April, 
several districts it has already commenced. I have received a great deal of precise 
and accurate information respecting the persons who possess arms in the different 
quarters of the county, and if I am not much deceived, the ensuing week will very 
much alter the complexion of affairs. There have been but few outrages committed 
during the last ten days of any kind, and even the service of threatening notices, 
since the late convictions, has begun to subside. 

An account has arrived from Shanagolden this morning, of the apprehension 
yesterday in the noon day, of eight men in woman’s attire, who had assembled to 
drive off some cattle from a farm where the owner was at work. They were all 
armed, and fired several shots at some young men who were shooting on the moun- 
tains, by whose activity, and that of the priest of the congregation, (who were 
actually at prayers when they were committing this outrage) they were apprehended. 

Their arrest, %nd the manner of it, is of great importance. The assizes begin 
here on the 17th, and as usual, I mean to adjourn at that time; I should think, from 
the state of the county, I may adjourn the court until some time between the 20th 
and 25th May. 



A magistrate states, that most of the respectable farmers have been compelled, Conntv Tionerarv 
from the system of persecution and outrage, to abandon their houses and properties, 18th February, 
and seek refuge in the. neighbouring towns and villages. 

The chief magistrate mentions that the system of burning houses continues in Zd „„ d Wil „„ 
the dtstnet under Ins superintendence. On the night of the lath, the dwelling “" lrd 
house of Michael Burke, at Holycross, was consumed. On the night of the 1 3th Thurles, 
three houses on the lands of Donasked, belonging to B. B. Bradshaw, Esquire were l8th Februar y- 
maliciously burned The same night, the house of one Cole, in the barony of 
Skerrin, was set on fire. The flames were extinguished ; and on the ni<dit of the 
15th, a school-house in the town of Tipperary was consumed. 

Another magistrate states that on the night of the 21st instant, above 200 men, „ id Fcbnll „ 
well armed, paraded near Callan. a ry- 



On the night of the 23d, a body of 50, well armed, proceeded to the house of 
James Butler, three miles from Carrick-on-Suir, and almost levelled his house and 
only allowed him seven days to remove, threatened to beat him, and destroy all on 
a second visit. The same night, a party of twenty went to the house of one 
Mullens about two miles from this town, levelled his house, and beat him almost to 
death ; he has since slept in the ditches. 



A ™ a 2 istrate tran r tS info I!? ation respecting an attack made on two privates of a d March 
the 86th regiment, between Clonmell and Carrick-on-Suir, in which one of the 
assailants was shot. 



The officer in command at Caller states, that two men had been dreadfully 
beaten at Garryduff, in consequence of their having taken a farm. 

The chief magistrate of police reports, that on the night of the 14th instant, the 
dwelling-house, barn, and cow-house of Mr. Luke Bray, about a mile and half 
from the town, were set on fire, and totally consumed, together with nine cows, and 
a quantity of hay and straw. 



6th March. 



Edward Wilson, 
Esq. 

Thurles, 

16th March. 



On the night of the 12th, several houses were attacked on the lands of Athneal, 
and die owners threatened with certain death, if the persons committed for burning 
James fleaden s house, on those lands, were prosecuted. 0 

4 * 3 - D Mr. 
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N # 2. Mr. Wilson is sorry to add, “ that threatening notices to surrender lands, and 

(N“ 2. Series. 2d.) not to pay tithes or taxes, under pain of Captain Rock’s displeasure, still continue 
to be served to an alarming degree.” 

An officer reports, that seven men made their appearance at the village of 
New Inn, and searched closely for any tithe-process servers. They fired three or 
four shots, and departed. 



Reports from 
Magistrates, &c. 
2d April. 



Edward Wilson, 
Esq. 

Thurles, 

6th April. 



6th April. 



nth April. 



County Limerick. 
Richard Willcocks, 
Esq. 

Rathkeale, 

13th February. 
14th February. 



19th February. 



The chief magistrate reports, that several serious outrages have taken place. On 
the night of the 27th March, two houses in the barony of Kilnemanagh were 
attacked by an armed banditti, who took the owner of one out of his house, and 
fired at him ; he was desperately wounded, but is still alive. 

Mr. Wilson observes, that these outrages must have been committed by the old 
tenants, who were removed from these farms, on the present landlord coming into 
possession, about four years since. 

On the nights of the 3d and 4th April, several houses were visited in search of 
arms, at Castlelake and Newpark, near Cashel. 

An officer reports, that on the night of the 2d, the house of Mr. Young, at 
Spallee, was forcibly entered by some armed peasantry, who (in disguise) took from 
him one gun, and threatened to shoot him if he mentioned it. The same night 
Mr. Leeson, who lives near Mr. Young, was deprived of a gun and some money, 
for the avowed purpose of purchasing ammunition. 

A magistrate encloses the informations of three persons, whose houses were 
attacked by an armed banditti, on the night of the 9th, who seized their arms. 

The chief magistrate of police reports, that nothing particular has occurred. 
A barn belonging to a poor man, with a small quantity of corn, was burnt in con- 
sequence of his having assisted to till a small piece of ground. 

Mr. Wilcocks states, that he has not heard of any outrage since his letter of 
yesterday. 

Mr. Hewson, jun. of Castle Hewson, was met between Askeaton and Glin on the 
15th, about four o’clock p.m. by a single person, who took a pistol from under his 
coat and fired at him, and wounded him in the wrist ; the police stationed at As- 
keaton made a search in several directions without success. 

The chief magistrate reports, that a servant man, belonging to Mr. William Smith 
of Ballylinn, a magistrate, was waylaid and murdered yesterday by four assassins, 
about one o’clock in the day, on the high road between Adare and Rathkeale, 
within three miles of the latter town ; they fired three shots at him, and broke his 
head in a most barbarous manner. 

In the middle of the day, on the 1 8th, a large assembly of persons, to the amount 
of 200 at least, took place in the demesne of Mr. Copley, of Ballyclough, near 
Askeaton, for the purpose of cutting timber ; Mr. Edward Hunt of Askeaton, a ma- 
gistrate, accompanied by two police and ten soldiers, attempted to disperse them 
quietly, but they peremptorily refused to do so, using the most irritating language ; 
the police then apprehended one of the banditti carrying off a piece of timber ; a 
rescue was attempted, and the military w’ere compelled to fire; one of the insurgents 
was killed, and two more are supposed to have been severely wounded ; an inquest 
was held on the body of the man who was shot, the verdict was “ justifiable 
homicide.” 

A magistrate strongly represents the absolute necessity of augmenting the force in 
this county, to enable the magistrates effectually to carry into execution the pro- 
visions of the Insurrection Act ; he states, that the disturbances have been much 
worse w'ithin the last fortnight, and that no gentleman can go twenty yards from his 
house without the risk of assassination. 

A clergyman states, that the church at Ballybrood was set on fire on the night of 
the 20th, and nearly consumed ; the party who committed this outrage had pre- 
viously forced the house of Mr. Thomas Maunsell, a magistrate ; he escaped with 
his life. The party, after searching for him in vain, left a message, that their visit 
was in consequence of his having sat to try tithe causes, 

•- 1 The 
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. The, chief magistrate reports, another murder committed on the evening of the Richard Willcocks, 
lgth, about five o’clock, in the neighbourhood of Cappagh. Mr. Ulick Burke, a Esq- 
Roman Catholic, returning to his residence at Newbridge, was shot on the high 2 t 
road. 21S e ruary. 

Mr.. Willcocks had been patroling in that immediate neighbourhood the same day, 
and met Mr. Burke. 

The chief magistrate states, that the house of Mr. Rose, a reputable flour miller, 2 2d February, 
within half a mile of Rathkeale, was attacked about eight o’clock on the night of the 
21st, by a party of armed whiteboys ; they searched for arms, and not finding any, 
broke open his desk, and carried of 30/. Parties were sent out in all directions, and 
three persons (on whom almost the entire of the property was found) were taken, 
and have been identified. 

Colonel Thornton reports, that on the night of the 23d, the steward of Mr. Cox, Colonel Thornton, 
living between Ballingarrv and Ballyagrane, was deliberately murdered, for not having Ballingarry, 

complied, as it is supposed, with a notice to quit the country. February. 



The chief magistrate reports, that on the night of the 24th, the house of Richard Willcocks, 
Mr. Cox, of Ballyno, was attacked by an armed party ; the family being from home, Esq. 
they forced the steward, Dennis Bowen, out of the house, and shot him in tire yard ; 
they did not injure the house ; this man was employed to collect rents, and, had, y ‘ 

some time before, distrained cattle. Another man, tenant to Captain Brown, was 
murdered because he did not obey the dictates of these ruffians ; both those men 
were Roman Catholics. Several houses and haggards have been burned in the 
neighbourhood of Adare and Newcastle. The house of Mr. J. Burke White, 
a magistrate at Castlemahon, was burned on the night of the 25th ; Mr. White is 
also a Roman Catholic. 

Mr. Willcocks encloses two threatening notices which were posted in Rathkeale* 
signed “ Captain Rock.” 

. A magistrate states, that a numerous well-armed party attacked the house of 27th February, 
a Mr. Drew, of Drew’s Court, and plundered it of arms. 

A magistrate states, that every hour new acts of desperate and cruel outrages are 27th February, 
committed ; that he dare not venture a quarter of a mile from home without almost 
a certainty of being attacked, which, to a person of any occupation, he observes, 
must be injurious to his circumstances, exclusive of every other painful consider- 
ation. Some persons who lodged their arms in a place of safety were seized upon, 
kept in custody, and threatened with instant death, if they did not send for these 
arms, and give them up. Notices from Captain Rock, accompanied with threats of 
death, are every day issued, and which have, in several instances, been put in 
force. 



A gentleman encloses a copy of a notice, directing Mr. who was at the 

time on a visit with him, to quit the county of Limerick in. 24 hours, and re- 
quiring him to set certain lands in the county of Kerry, where he generally resides, 
at certain prescribed rates. 

Mr. Willcocks reports, that the post-boy from Shanagolden was fired at and shot; 
he has since died. One of the dragoons who escorted him was wounded. 

• The crown solicitor for Munster states, that O'Neill, a witness for the crown, was 
this day murdered near the town of Cappagh, and the body brought into Rathkeale ; 
he had given information against eighteen persons in custody for whiteboy offences, 
and was placed, for protection, in the gaol of Limerick; but on the 21st he left 
that prison, and, as is supposed, by the contrivance of the prisoner’s friends. 

Colonel Thornton reports the partial surrender of arms. 

The chief magistrate observes, that the arms are coming in very slowly, indeed. 

He reports the apprehension of James O’Brien, charged with robbing the mail 
between Rathkeale and Shanagolden, on the 23d March ; he has been fully identified 
by the post boy. 

The mayor of Youghall reports, that Mr. Lewis, the portrieve of Castle Martyr, 
delivered to him sixteen stand of arms ; and that Mr. Crofton Uniacke, had lodged 
423. with 



27th February. 



Rich 4 Willcocks, 

Rathkeale, 

2d March. 

Math* BarriugtOJi, 
Esq. 

Limerick, 

24th March. 



Colonel Thornton, 
71b to 14th April. 
Richard Willcocks, 
Esq. Rathkeale, 
13th April. 

14th April. 



County Cork. 
James E. Green, 
Esq. 

Youghall, 

13th February. 
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with the collector of customs, twenty-one stand of arms, two pistols, and two 
swords. 

A magistrate reports, that since his last communication, four more houses have 
been attacked ; three of them plundered of arms. 

Another magistrate encloses a copy of informations of the burning of a large 
farm-house, which had been given up quietly, and with apparent good will, by the 
former tenants, who were forgiven a very considerable arrear of rent, and had only 
been taken possession of by the new tenant the day before this outrage was 
committed. ® 

Another magistrate reports, that during his absence fourteen houses of gentlemen 
farmers, in his neighbourhood, were visited by the whiteboys ; they succeeded in 
getting possession of many arms. A party, well armed, visited the houses of three 
respectable persons near Creg, on the night of the 16th, and succeeded in getting 
some arms. 

A farm-house was burnt, in which a new tenant had been placed, near Castle- 
town Roche. The barn, cow house and haggard, belonging to Mr. Webb, a tithe 
proctor of respectability, were destroyed. He feels himself justified in stating, that 
the insurrectionary spirit continues to spread through the small remaining portion 
which had hitherto remained undisturbed. 

A magistrate reports the following particulars of an outrage, committed on the 
wives of some of the 1st rifle brigade : — Twelve women were pursued by about thirty 
persons, or upwards, and on the public highway, eight of them were inhumanly 
dragged off the cars, and grossly abused, and their persons violated, in one instance, 
in a manner, and with such aggravated circumstances, as not to admit of description. 
This poor woman lies with little hope of recovery. 

He made inquiry relative to the circumstances, and descriptions of the persons 
who attacked them, from “ two” of the women who had escaped ; and, from their 
information, succeeded in apprehending one man, of whose guilt there is little doubt, 
and ten others under very strong suspicion. 

Pie adds, that the reason the “ three” women who escaped. were suffered to pass 
unmolested was, that one of them, with more presence of mind than the rest, de- 
clared, in answer to a question by one of the villains, that she was an “ Irish 
woman, and a Roman Catholic upon which assurance, he replied, that “ neither 
she, nor any woman on her car, should suffer any injury.” 

A magistrate states, that a house was burned on the lands of Tinnel, in the barony 
of East Carberry, on the night of the 2 2d, supposed to have been in consequence 
of his having recently taken a farm, a notice to this effect having been, some time 
previous to this, been posted. 

A clergyman represents, that since the police were withdrawn from Milford, a night 
seldom passes that there is not a meeting of the insurgents in this village ; on the 
night of the 21st, the house of Captain Standish at Frankfort, was attacked and 
plundered ; also the house of Drew’s Court. 

A magistrate states, that about Donaghmore the whiteboys have within those few 
days, committed depredations of various kinds. 

A magistrate reports, that the houses of two farmers within a mile of this town 
were attacked, and the proprietors cruelly flogged, because they had lately taken their 
farms. A notice was also posted at Shanballymore, ordering several farmers to quit. 
He states, that he has apprehended three men, who were fully identified as having 
been concerned in the brutal outrage on the wives of the soldiers of the rifle brigade. 

A clergyman states, that twenty-one cows, the property of Mr. Gibbiugs, were 
shot and slaughtered on the night of the 1st instant; his house was attacked early 
in the disturbances, but he gallantly repulsed the assailants. 

Serjeant Lloyd encloses two letters, one from a magistrate of Millstreet, stating, 
that he is fully in possession of the disposition of the people in his neighbourhood, 
and that they seem heartily sick of whiteboyism, and as far as he can form an opinion] 
determined to return to industry. On Sunday, he met, by appointment, the congre- 
gations of two chapels in the parish of Dromliriff and barony of Duhallow. He 

explained 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




THE STATE OF IRELAND. 17 

explained the Insurrection Act to them, and called upon them to deliver up their 
arms; many went to his house next day, and made voluntary confession of their 
guilt, expressed their readiness to surrender their arms and to resist strangers, if they 
could get any protection to remain at home. He adds, that many sleep in the 
mountains and ditches, to avoid being taken ; and observes, that if some protection 
is not offered, the lands will be uncultivated, and the men will naturally continue their 
plans for plunder ; and the other from another gentleman, resident at Mill street, 
reporting that many of the persons who under the influence of terror, joined in the 
disgraceful practices of the country, are now fully sensible of the folly and wickedness 
of their proceedings, and anxious to return to their usual occupations. 

A magistrate has obtained from the fanners in his neighbourhood, 9 stand of good 
arras, and has great hopes of being able to induce a surrender of such as still remain 
in the hands of the inhabitants of the surrounding country. 

A magistrate reports extensive robberies of cattle, bacon for the purpose of pro- 
visioning the encampment, (as above); 6tates that the house of Mr. Copley near 
Kanturk, was plundered and damaged by an armed party of whiteboys. He had 
hoped that the system would in a great measure have defeated itself by the divisions 
it would create ; but the assailants are too formidable in number and arms, and the 
peaceable part of the peasantry appear disheartened and disarmed. 

A magistrate encloses 3 notices sent to gentlemen residing in his neighbourhood, 
threatening them with assassination if they do not observe the laws of General Rock. 
He adds, that the insurrectionary spirit still continues in full force, though fewer out- 
rages are now committed in consequence of the “ whiteboys having obtained pos- 
“ session of almost every thing which at the present stage of the disturbances, they 
“ seem to desire.” 

Colonel Gough reports, that eight guns, four pistols, three bayonets, and five 
pikes, were sent to him by Dr. Wallace, from the parish of Coolclough, and seven 
guns by Mr. Bushe, parish priest of Kilcorney. 

The chief magistrate encloses a detail of several outrages committed within the 
last four months, in the barony of Condons and Clongibbon, and represents the 
necessity of its being placed under the provisions of the Peace Preservation Act. 

A magistrate states, that Miss Goold, who was forcibly carried away some time 
since, from her father’s house, has been discovered in a cabin on the mountains, 
near Abbeyfeale, by a party of the rifle corps ; and that she has been restored to 
her friends, after having been treated in the most shocking and brutal manner 
possible. 

Captain Bernard states, that nine stand of arms, which were taken from one of 
of his corps by the whiteboys, were returned ; these, including the arms taken by his 
corps during the disturbances, make a total of 84 stand, now in his possession. 

A magistrate mentions, that he has received a proposal from the neighbourhood 
of Liscarrol, to surrender all the arms, provided he could promise them the pardon 
of government for what has passed. He has no doubt that the arms would be 
given up by the insurgents, if this proposal is agreed to, from the disposition the 
people have already evinced ; the High Sheriff and Mr. Creagh having received 
already four guns and four case of pistols. 

A magistrate states, that the lower orders of the people in his neighbourhood 
have manifested a most turbulent spirit, and of late bid defiance to the laws ; 
he adds, that they are instigated by some persons of rather better description in his 
parish (Kenmare,) one of whom was seen encouraging a party to rescue a no- 
torious offender. Unlawful oaths continue to be administered. 

An officer reports, that two persons, charged with the murder of Mr. Brereton, 
have been apprehended. 

A magistrate states, that an unusual number of the peasantry, as also some 
strangers, daily frequent the streets ; adds, that there are many persons sworn, 
and ready for disturbance. 

The same magistrate reports, that on the night of the 14th, a party of insurgents, 
armed with guns, bayonets, and swords, attacked the house of John Duane ; beat 
him for having disobeyed a notice of Captain Rock, by drawing one load of corn 
4 2 3 - E from 






N° 2. 

(N° 2. Series 2d.) 

Reports from 
Magistrates, &c. : 



12th March. 



4th March. 



17th March. 



Colonel Sir Hugh 
Gough, 

Cork, 

18th March. 
Major Carter, 
Doueraile, 

21st March. 

26th March. 



Captain Bernard, 
Bandon, 

3d April. 



County Kerry. 
12th February. 



14th February. 



14th February. 



15th February. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




N“ i. 

(N° 2. Series id.' 

Reports from 
Magistrates, &c. : 
17th February. 

B. Major Mahony 
Killarney, 

19th February. 

23d February. 



24th February. 



1st March. 



Major Mahony, 
Killarney, 

4th March. 

4th March. 



4th March. 



5th March. 



9th March. 



22d March. 



15th April. 



18 PAPERS RELATING TO 

from one of his master's tenants for sale, which was given in part payment of rent; 

I but on Duane’s declaring his ignorance of the notice, they ceased beating him, and 
swore him (on a prayer-book, which one of them took from his pocket) not to be 
guilty of the same offence again. 

An officer states, that the house of Robert Cashwell, in the parish of Beale, has 
been stripped of a large quantity of lead. 

Major Mahony reports outrages in the parish of Keelbonane, near Killarney, on 
two men of the name of Sullivan, who had recently taken two small farms ; one 
w'as severely flogged, and forced to swear that he would give up the land to the 
former occupier; the house of the other was set fire to ; no lives were lost. 

An officer represents, that a house on the joint farm of permanent Serjeant 
Twyford, of the Bloghfad infantry corps, and John Enright, was forcibly entered on 
the night of the 20th by an armed party, who swore their herdsman, residing in their 
house, to deliver threatening notices to them. A cow-house, in which were nine 
cows, on the lands of Tullahinill, and the house of a pensioner in the parish of Gall, 
were burned. 

A magistrate states, that an armed party went between one and two o’clock in the 
day-time on the 23d, to the house of a farmer named Shaughnessy, distant about 
a mile from Tarbut, and beat him in a most cruel manner. 

An officer reports, that on the night of the 28th of February, an armed party of 
insurgents attacked the house of Patrick Hourahan, and fired several shots into it. 
They broke the doors, windows, and many articles of furniture, and swore him to 
quit the farm ; his cow-house was burnt lately. 

Major Mahony reports an attempt made on the night of the 1st instant, to burn 
the house and family of a man named Bulkeley, in the remote parish of Glenbeigh. 

A magistrate encloses two notices, which were posted on the chapel-door of Kil- 
lorglin, signed Captain Rock, respecting rents, dues, & c. and mentions, that on the 
night of the 1 st instant, the houses of two farmers were forced by a numerous ban- 
ditti. He observes, that the house of Bulkeley, whom Major Mahony has reported, 
was totally consumed. It appears that, assisted by a pensioner, he beat off the 
assailants, and killed one of them. 

A magistrate expresses his regret, that the hopes of returning tranquillity held oat 
in his last communication, have not been realized ; he has received only two stand 
of arms, and very few persons have taken the oath of allegiance at the chapels ; 
parties have been out for the four preceding nights in different parts of his 
barony, and seized arms and money. They broke open the house of a person em- 
ployed in collecting the grand jury assessment, beat him, and swore him not to 
collect the rates. 

A magistrate transmits the joint informations of two men of the name of Bulkeley 
and Manley, detailing a very gallant action between them and the whiteboys, by 
which they saved, not only their own lives, but those of their families ; the house of 
Bulkeley was, however, totally destroyed by fire. 

An officer reports, that an armed banditti forced the house of Mr. Patrick Iien- 
nessy, who resides at Kanturk, on the night of the 8th, and swore him on a prayer- 
book to quit his farm in five days, else they would burn his house and family. 

The house of Mr. Terence Connor, in that neighbourhood, was also forced, and 
one of his servants made to swear, that he would quit his place on a certain day. 

A magistrate states, that there appears a compromising spirit in the country, 
which may tend to much mischief ; under the semblance of contrition, some few of 
the arms may have been given up to magistrates, who held out hopes of protection, 
but those matters are delusive ; he adds, that nothing but a general surrender of 
arms should be relied on as signs of returning peace. 

A magistrate expresses himself much gratified, in being enabled to make a favour- 
able report of the state of this country, as far as concerns the peace of the country. 

The barony of Corcaguirary, in which Dingle stands, is perfectly tranquil ; the same 
may be said of the extensive mountain district lying between Dingle or Castlemaine 
bay and the river Kenmare, with the exception of the wild district of Glenbeg. 

The 
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The valley of Tralee and Castlepollard, he observes, is kept tranquil by the resi- N° 2. 
dent gentry and the Insurrection Act, as well as the two northern baronies of Clan- ( N ° 2> Series ad.) 



Reports from 



maurice and Iviaghticonnor. 

He adds, upon the whole, that he is of opinion the more quiet are heartily sick, Magistrates, &c. : 
that the farmers who in the outset were disposed at least to encourage, if not to par- 
ticipate in the conspiracy, now find that in their turn they are objects of plunder, 
and repent its introduction ; and that a few desperate characters still project mis- 
chief, but they are now soon discovered, and evidently dispirited. 

A magistrate states, that the system of disaffection is gaining gtound in the barony County Tipperary, 
of Owny and Ana, and although no outrage has as yet been committed, oaths are 2 7 th April. 

administered. „ ... 

County Luneridf, 

The chief magistrate reports, that Mr. Standish was maliciously fired at On the Richard Willcocks, 
1 8th, in the neighbourhood of Kilmeedy, by four fellows who attacked him. ES Limcrick 

A clergyman observes, that still no satisfactory surrender of arms has been made; 2 >st April, 
that two unsuccessful attempts at assassination occurred within the last ten days, 23d April, 
and two or three houses have been burned. 

The chief magistrate reports, that the number of arms surrendered into his store on Richard Willcocks, 
behalf of the persons engaged in the disturbances in the county, is small indeed, when Esq- 
compared with those still remaining in their possession ; that the surrender appears 
to have been nearly discontinued ; and that at no time was it, in his opinion, acted pr 
upon by the disturbers with any sincerity whatever towards a general and total aban- 
donment of their lawless designs and pursuits. 

Mr. Wilcocks states, that he is convinced of the absolute necessity of using every 29 th April, 
effort finally to check and subdue the spirit of insubordination which still unhappily 
exists amongst the lower classes in this county. 

Colonel Thornton reports the county of Limerick generally in a state of apparent Colonel Thornton, 
tranquillity. 22d April. 

Serjeant Fitzmaurice states, that a notice from Captain Rock was posted on the SerieaDt'FUz^ 0 ^’ 
chapel gate of Aglish. irSrice. 

An officer reports, that on the night of the 1 9th, three outhouses belonging to Cappoquin, 
a tenant of Sir John Keane, within two miles of Cappoquin, were set on fire and Wth April, 
totally consumed, together with six cows, one horse, nineteen sheep, a large quantity 22d April, 
of potatoes, and several articles of husbandry. 



No. 3 . 

(No. 2. Series 2 nd .) 

Copy of a DISPATCH from the Marquess Wellesley, k. g. Lord Lieutenant 
of Ireland, to the Right Honourable Robert Peel ; dated Dublin Castle, 
May 21st, 1822. 



N® 3* 

(N° a. Series ad.) 



“ Sir, 

“ I Have the honour to transmit to you, the Supplementary Appendix to my 
dispatch, No. 2. Series 2 d , containing the abstract of intelligence received from the 
province of Munster, from the 16th to the 30th of April 1822. 

“ These documents contain no intelligence which can require any alteration in 
the opinions stated in the dispatch to which I have referred. 

“ Abstracts of intelligence received from Munster, down to the 20th of May, 
will be forwarded by Mr. Gregory to Mr. Goulburn. 



“ No event has occurred within that period of time, which does not tend to con- 
firm the judgment which I had formed, of the improving condition of the province of 
Munster ; and although some excesses have occurred, they have not been of such 
a nature as to affect the general views which I have already submitted to you. 

“ I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) “ Wellesley? 

423 . 
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PAPERS RELATING TO 



MUNSTER. 

County of Tip. The clerk of the peace transmits a memorial from several magistrates of the 

,,e Nena,h 5 ?°"^ ot Ti Pperary, assembled at an extraordinary sessions of the peace, held at 

26th April. Y ashel on that day, praying that the barony of Kilnemanagh might be placed under 

the provisions of the Insurrection Act. Twenty-six magistrates attended, only 12 
signed the memorial. J 

27th April. A magistrate states, that the system of disaffection is gaining ground in the barony 

ot Owny and Arra. and although no outrages have as yet been committed, oaths 
are administered. 



Secretary to the 
Commander of the 
Forces, 

29th April. 



The military secretary transmits a report, stating that an outrage was committed 
by an armed body of insurgents on the police stationed at Bonshee, four miles from 
Tipperary ; one carbine, two pistols, two bayonets, and some ammunition were 
taken from the police. 



County ofLimerick. 
Richard Willcocks, 
Esq. 

Limerick, 

21st April. 

Colonel Thornton, 
2id April. 

23d April. 



Richard Willcocks, 
Esq. 

Rathkeale, 

26th April. 



•19th April. 



The Military 
Secretary, 

1st May. 



George Drought, 
Esq. 

Limerick, 

3 May. 



County Cork. 
Wills G. Crofts, 
Esq. 

Churchtown, 
26th April. 



The Secretary to 
the Commander 
of the Forces, 
29th April. 



The chief magistrate reports, that Mr. Standish was maliciously fired at on the 
18th, in the neighbourhood of Kilmudy, by four fellows, who attacked him, he sup- 
poses, with a view to assassination. . 1 

Colonel Thornton reports the county of Limerick generally, in a state of apparent 
tranquillity. r 

A clergyman observes, that still no satisfactory surrender of arms has been made ; 
that tw'o unsuccessful attempts at assassination occurred within the last ten days 
and two or three houses have been burned. ’ 

The chief magistrate reports, that the number of arms surrendered into his store, 
on behalf of the persons engaged in the disturbances in the county, is small indeed, 
when compared with those still remaining in their possession ; that the surrender 
appears to have been nearly discontinued ; and that at no time was it, in his opinion, 
acted upon by the disturbers with any sincerity whatever, towards a general and 
total abandonment of their lawless designs and pursuits. 

Mr. Willcocks states, that he is convinced of the absolute necessity of using 
every effort, finally to check and subdue the spirit of insubordination which still 
unhappily exists amongst the lower classes in this county. 

The secretary to the commander of the forces transmits a letter from Colonel 
Thornton, representing, that all parts of his district have remained generally tran- 
quil, with the exception of an attack made on Mr. Ivers, a magistrate, on the 
evening of the 25th of April. It appears that, about eight o’clock, on hearing a 
noise at his hall door, he went to inquire the cause, and was answered from without, 
that there was a gun brought to be surrendered ; when, on opening the door, a shot 
was bred ; but he providentially escaped. The only cause which can be assigned for 
this atrocious attempt, - is his active endeavours to induce a surrender of arms. 

The chief magistrate reports, that die city and liberties of Limerick have been 
tranquil since his last communication, with the exception of an attack on the 
house of a Mr. Smith. He observes, that this occurrence too strongly points out 
that the bad spirit is still in existence, but trusts that ere long it will be completely 
put down. 1 

The high sheriff reports the complete suppression of insurrection and the resto- 
ration of tranquillity throughout the entire extent of this countv ; nor has he any 
apprehension that the peace of the county will again be disturbed. He represents 
the conduct of the Roman Catholic clergy as having tended much to the suppression 
ot the disturbances, and expresses a hope that some relief, on the part of govern- 
ment, will be afforded to the lower classes, who are suffering extremely from want 
ot provisions. 

fiU 1 A m ‘- 1 T itai7 secretar y transmits a report from Colonel Sir Hugh Gough, dated 
20th April, stating, that a very material change for the better has taken place in the 
district placed under his superintendence. The occupation of the; disaffected part 
o the county of Cork by the moveable companies has had the most beneficial 
e ects. Numerous apprehensions have been made, and informations to a very 
great extent received, by Sir Hugh Gough, the magistrate, and Major Carter. The 

colonel 
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colonel observes, that eighty stand of arms have been surrendered in his district 
within the last month, and above one hundred prisoners taken. 

A magistrate states, that four men, well armed, with their faces blackened, be- CountyTipperary, 
tween the hours of eleven and twelve in the day (Sunday, the 28th instant), when 29th April. ’ 
Mr. Dogherty was at chapel, attacked his house, and took one blunderbuss and 
one gun. 



No. 4. 

ABSTRACTS referred to in Dispatch No. 3. 



ULSTER. 



The chief magistrate of police states, that he has not heard of any occurrence to 
disturb the tranquillity of his district. 

CONNAUGHT. 



County Donegal, 
W. Webb, Esq. 

Caro,' 

13th May. 



A magistrate encloses copies of two threatening notices served on Mr Digby r 
Marsh, who resides occasionally in the barony of Carrigallen. In the barony of r^May. 611 "™’ 
Leitrim, on the property of Mr. Lloyd, a house from which the tenant had with- 
drawn of his own accord, was burnt to the ground, the family who occupied it were 
almost suffocated, and were not allowed to escape until they promised not to 
return to the premises. 

A magistrate reports, that two boats at Killaloe, laden with potatoes for Limerick, /* onnt , r . 
were illegally detained by a mob, and the potatoes sold to great disadvantage, con- nth May. 3 ™’ 
trary to the will of the owners. Mr. Millar reports, that escorts of police have Rr M ll 
been furnished for the protection of the boats alluded to in the above comma- Chief Cowtabk 
nication. of Police. 



The chief magistrate reports, that his district continues perfectly tranquil. Major" D’Arcyf* 

Dalystowo, 

The chief magistrate reports, that two cow-houses and a stable, with a quantity l6lh M,y ' 
of hay, &c. were burnt at Moon, in the county of Kildare, the property of Mr. Cooke < r° m,t >' 
who had but a few days before let the premises to another person, the formed km"? 1, E ‘ q ' 
tenant having been ejected for nonpayment of rent ; by the exertions of the police, 3d May. ’ 
who repaired to the spot, the dwelling-house and several head of cattle, were saved. 

On the same night (the i st inst.) two houses were burnt near Johnstown, ad- 
joining the demesne of Mr. Kennedy, 

A magistrate represents, that on Sunday night, the 5th instant, the ploughs of 12t h Mav 
six farmers were cut in pieces, and on the night of the 1 1 th, a private of the 1 st 
dragoons, in Kilcock, was deprived of his bayonet, whilst guarding the baggage, by 
a single person. The dragoon pursued him, and recovered his bayonet ; soon after 
he returned with a large party, but the guard having been collected, he was appre- 
hended and sent to gaol. A party of the 86th regiment, quartered in the same 
towm, were also, on the same night, grossly assaulted by a very numerous mob, 
and one of their bayonets taken, which was afterwards recovered. Four of the 
rioters have been apprehended. 



Anothw magistrate states, that five farmers were served, in the course of last 
*«", "1th threatening notices, declaring that if they did not discontinue preparing 4 y ' 
their ground for planting potatoes in drills, the southern practice of burning 
houghing, and destroying farming utensils, should be resorted to. 

Mr. Tandy states, that on the preceding night a very serious riot took place near J>m „ T . ’ 
Blessmgton ; a number of people who had been at the fair, waited until night, and K 
about half a mile from the town the, attacked another party, who were obnoxious 3d M,y. ' 
to them ; several were wounderl, and had it not been for the timely interference of 
his police, many lives would have been lost. 

42 3 ' t Mr, 
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lAlh May. 



19 th May. 



County Meath, 
3d May. 



17th May. 



County Westmeath, 
MajorO’Donoghue, 
Mullingar, 

14th May. 



King’s County. 
Major Powell, 
Roscrea, 
14th May. 



County Tipperary, 
6th May. 



17 th May. 



County Limerick. 
Rathkeale, 

3d May, 

R. Willcocks, Esq. 
Limerick, 

6th May. 

Colonel Thornton, 
14th May. 



County Cork, 
8th May. 



s* PAPERS RELATING TO 

Mr. Tandy states, that a similar occurrence took place at the fair of Calverstown. 
On the preceding night, a farm-house in the barony of Clane, was set fire to, and 
entirely consumed. The inmates narrowly escaped with their lives. 

The chief magistrate reports, that on Wednesday night, the 1 5th instant, four 
sheep, the property of Mr. Hoey, of Moon, were maliciously poisoned. 

A magistrate transmits a copy of a threatening notice, posted on Summer-hill, 
on the fair day of that town, declaring, that if Mr. John Allen of Braymount, and 
Mr. John Allen of Dougan, did not let their ground at a rent, equal to the present 
times, they should be served as the Sheas were ; and desiring that no one should 
dare to send their cattle there to grass. 

A magistrate states, that at the fair of Bective, on the 1 6th, several riots occurred, 
strongly marked with the bad spirit of the times. 

The chief magistrate of police reports, that no outrage has occurred in the barony 
of Moycashel, or in any other part of his district, except on the line of the Royal 
canal, where a very bad spirit of combination has for some time past existed, the 
object of which is, to compel the directors and other proprietors to employ only 
those persons who belong to a certain illegal society. In several instances, the 
drivers of the packet horses have been inhumanly beat and forced out of employ- 
ment. Major O’Donoghue adds, that he has taken the precaution of ordering 
two of his constables on board each boat, to protect the navigation. 

The chief magistrate of police reports, that a party of his police, about two miles 
from their station (Frankford) fell in with an assemblage of people at a house, 
about twelve o’clock at night, whom they ordered to their respective homes. They 
dispersed ; but on the police taking their route for Frankford, they were waylaid by 
the people who had left the house, and were assailed with stones from behind the 
ditches. They were repeatedly desired to desist, but the mob still continued, when 
the police found it necessary to fire two shots. The mob then dispersed, leaving 
one man wounded, who was taken prisoner with a stone in his hand. 

MUNSTER. 

Colonel Stratton reports an attack on the house of William Keefe, by an armed 
party, who swore him to surrender the stock of Mr. Mara, and beat him severely. 
They also went to other tenants of Mr. Mara, in the neighbourhood of Thurles, 
and beat them, and administered oaths to them, to deliver up their farms. The 
house of Thomas 'Cummins, a farmer, was set on fire, and consumed; and the 
house of the widow Higgins, near Burrisokane, with a quantity of wheat, were 
maliciously burnt. In both instances the families narrowly escaped. Several 
notices have been served, threatening the parties with death if they did not quit 
their farms ; and the daughter of the widow Harold of Crummelin, near Roscrea, 
was taken away by an armed party, and has not since been heard of. In many 
instances contributions of money have been levied by those nightly marauders, to 
purchase ammunition. 

Colonel Stratton reports, that a house on the estate of Mr. Cooke of Kiltynan 
Castle, was levelled by an armed party. 

The chief magistrate of police reports, that he has apprehended three persons, 
who are supposed to have been concerned in the murder of the late Major Hare. 

A magistrate mentions, that with the exception of the attack on Mr. Ivers, no 
considerable outrage has lately occurred. 

Colonel Thornton reports the county of Limerick to be generally in a tranquil 
state ; but observes, that there does not appear any disposition towards a surrender 
of arms. 

A magistrate reports, that outrages have again occurred in his neighbourhood. 
On the night of the 4th, three farmers were attacked, one of them cruelly flogged, 
and the other two ordered to sell their potatoes at a particular rate, and to set their 
ground for potatoe gardens at a reduced rent. 

Sir 
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Sir John Lambert reports, that on the night of the 12th instant, a sentry in the County Retry, 
town of Duagh was assailed, and a large stone thrown at him ; but the guard having Sir John Lambert, 
been on the alert, fired on two men, who effected their escape. 2lst May- 



ULSTER. 



Londonderry. 



CONNAUGHT. 

The chief magistrate reports, that on *he night of the 13th, an armed banditti County Roecom- 
attacked a house in the barony of Boyle, and plundered it of oatmeal and other 
property. On the night of the 14th, in the same barony, a house was maliciously Roscommon 
set on fire, but the fire was extinguished ; on the same night, two houses in the 27th May. * 
barony of Ballintober were forcibly entered, and a quantity of provisions carried 
away ; also a house in the barony of Athlone, was forcibly entered, and the pro- 
prietor sworn to divide a farm he had lately got possession of. Another house in 
the same barony, was maliciously set fire to ; the persons concerned in this robbery 
have been apprehended by the police and fully identified. A house, in the barony 
of Ballymoe, was also forcibly entered, and robbed of ten guineas and a quantity of 
oatmeal. ,v:tn : v..4 

The chief magistrate reports, that perfect tranquility continues through the whole County of Galway _ 
of the proclaimed district in this county. Major D'Arc'y, 

J 30th May. 

LEINSTER. 

A magistrate states, that a number of persons attacked a farm-house, at two County Kildare, 
o’clock, the morning of the 14th, near Donore, in the barony of Clane, and set it on H th May 182a. 
fire ; the inmates were alarmed by the shouts from the party outside, and the in- 
habitants, sixteen in number, escaped. The house, with an extensive barn, was 
entirely consumed. 

Another magistrate reports, that two houses were burned the week before last, 21st May. 
near the village of Castlecarberry ; on the lands of Newtown, near Rathangan, 
drilled potatoes belonging to two farmers were injured, and a plough broken. 

A large rick of turf on the bog of Ballytagn was burned, because the owner refused 
to take the ribbonman's oath ; some of the traders on the canal are prevented by 
threats from bringing potatoes to town, and the farmers who plant their potatoes in 
drill, are under the same influence. 

The chief magistrate reports, that on Saturday night last, an armed banditti of James Tandy, Esq. 
eight men, set fire to a house near Kilcullen, but the flames were fortunately extin- Kilcullen, 
guished ; the same party robbed a man near Castlefeak, and put him on a fire, by 29tt May ‘ 
which he has been much injured. The barony of Kilcullen, in which these outrages 
were committed, and which is not proclaimed, is becoming much disturbed, and 
frequent meetings held there at night. 

A magistrate states, that on the night of the 1 6th, a party of upwards of twenty King’s County, 
men, some on horseback, and others on foot, all well armed with swords and pistols, 22d May. 
broke open a pound in the village of Clontallonge, in the barony of Coolestown, 
and carried away several head of cattle under seizure for rent ; they were, however, 
retaken the following day. On last night, upwards of one hundred men went to 
the village, fired several shots at the constables and the other men in care of the 
pound, but they were beat off. 

The chief magistrate states, that with the exception of a robbery of money, no CountyWestmeath. 
outrage has been committed since his last report, in the district under his super- ffihngar UC ’ 
intendence. 20th May. ' 

423. MUNSTER. 
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County Tipperary. 
Lieut. Col. Sorrell, 
May 30th, 1822. 



County Limerick. 
Geo. Drought, Esq 
Limerick, 

30th May 1822. 



Richard Willcocks 
Esq. 

•28th May 1822. 



County Kerry. 
Brigade Major 
Mahony, 

30th May 1822. 
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MUNSTER. 

.The secretary to the commander of the forces, transmits a letter from Colonel 
1 Stratton, reporting, that on the night of the 20th, a notice was left at the house of 
a herdsman belonging to Mr. Thomas Bennett, requiring him, Mr. B. to -rive up 
a farm he had lately taken, and threatening, that if he did not, that he should meet 
with the same death as the Sheas; also detailing several robberies of houses in the 
neighbourhood of Templemore, by armed parties. 

The house of Anthony Cantwell, farmer, near Thurles, was forcibly entered by 
a party, who swore him to give up his farm ; he was placed on his knees, and while 
in that posture, one of the party cried out “ you thought Captain Rock was out of 
the county, but I will let you know he is here,” and discharged a pistol at him; the 
contents were lodged in his right side, he is not expected to survive; two men have 
been apprehended on suspicion of being concerned in this outrage. 

The chief magistrate reports, that no outrage of an insurrectionary nature has 
• occurred since his last report, in the city of Limerick, or its liberties ; but that in the 
barony of Clanwilliam, in the county of Tipperary, which forms part of his district, 
several houses were attacked on the nights of the 1 2th and 13th, by an armed, party’ 
and robbed of money and wearing apparel. 

, The chief magistrate states, that he has succeeded in discovering the persons con- 
cerned in the murder of the post boy between Rathkeale and Shanagolden on the 
1st March, and seven of them are now in custody. 

The brigade major observes, that he feels great satisfaction in finding that there is 
a considerable change for the better in the feelings of the lower orders throughout 
this county. 0 



No. 5. 

(No. 3. Series 2 nd .) 

EXTRACT of a Dispatch from the Marquess Wellesley, k. q . Lord Lieutenant 
of Ireland, to the Right honourable Robert Peel ; dated Dublin Castle 
21st May 1822. 

Adverting to the documents now under your consideration, you cannot fail to 
observe with satisfaction, the favourable results which have been produced in every 
part of Ireland, by the direct exercise and general operation of the powers of the 
law, which the wisdom of His Majesty’s government and of Parliament intrusted to 
the Lord Lieutenant, with such promptitude and honourable confidence, in conse- 
quence of my early representations. 

The reports which I have received of the condition of all parts of the country 
down to this day, afford the strongest confirmation of the general tendency of affairs 
towards the restoration of public tranquillity. From Limerick, Mr. Serjeant Torrens 
mentions, under date the 20th instant, “ that he has great satisfaction in stating, 
“ from ever y communication with the magistrates and police officers, and from the 

reports received by Colonel Thornton, that there is every reason to think the 
“ condition of the country to be much altered for the better.” 

Similar statements have been received from Cork, where the special sessions have 
been adjourned, with my permission, by Mr. Serjeant Lloyd. From Kerry, Mr. 
M'Cartney, who opened the court of special sessions, on the 1 5th instant, stales on 
the 1 9th, that the situation of the country is much improved, and its tranquillity 
“ Scatty restored ; that the public roads are now perfectly safe ; that the peasantry 

still retain the bulk of the arms plundered, and outrages not so atrocious as for- 
“ merly, are still occasionally committed in the county.” 

I am happy to state, that Waterford continues generally undisturbed. 

m count y Tipperary, to part of which the Insurrection Act has been 
applied, Mr. Blacker writes, under date the 20th inst. “ that since the arrival of 

“ the 
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“ the additional police, the Act has been enforced with: great effect and I have N® 5. 
the satisfaction to add, that the law appears to have been administered at the special ( N ° 3 - Series 2d.) 
sessions, under Mr. Blacker, and the magistrates, with great moderation and impar- “ 

tiality, accompanied by due firmness. 

From Kilkenny, the reports of Mr. Townsend continue to state the appearances 
of returning tranquillity, with- some doubts respecting its permanency ; these doubts 
arise principally from the imperfect surrender of arms.. 

In the county of Westmeath, to one barony of which (Moypashell) the Insurrec- 
tion Act has. been applied, it appears that good order has been generally restored, 
and most salutary consequences had been anticipated from the operation of the 
law, even in those districts to which it had not been directly applied. Wherever the 
Insurrection- Act has been carried into effect with due vigour, and for a sufficient 
period of time, it has materially checked the systematic progress of outrage, and 
has reduced the country to a comparative, state of order, even in those districts 
which had been most violently disturbed. Wherever the law,, from temporary causes, 
has been suspended, or imperfectly enforced, disturbance, has again appeared, but 
has yielded to the return, of a more perfect administration of the law. 

During the first pressure of the law on the districts most, violently, disturbed, 

Limerick and Cork, disorders broke forth in other counties, Kerry, Tipperary, Kil- 
kenny and Westmeath, but those disorders were ofaless violent and alaymingcharacter, 
and have more easily subsided, and, in some cases, have disappeared at the first ap- 
proach of the powers of the law. The mere existence of the powers of the law in the 
hands of the Lord Lieutenant, has tended to maintain tranquillity in those districts 
which have been most free from disturbance, and a similar indirect effect has been 
produced by the examples of defeated insurrection, and punished outrage, which 
have been afforded to all parts of Ireland, under the execution of the law in the 
southern counties. Although the actual commission of crime has been restrained, 
and a cessation of violence has ensued, and although, ip some districts submission 
has been accompanied by visible contrition and,repentance ; yet, generally, a spirit 
of insubordination is still discoverable, and h^g. occasionally manifested itself by 
acts of local outrage. 

The arms which had been plundered from the loyal and obedient, for the declared 
purpose of insurrection and rebellion, are .s.tijl, to a, great, extent, retained; by the 
plunderers, or by their adherents ; and unserviceable arms have been surrendered 
under circumstances of strong suspicion, and of treacherous character ; such ser- 
viceable arms as have been recovered, haye been obtained principally, if not exclusively, 
by the- vigorous enforcement of the law. 

The result of these considerations appears to establish the inference, that the 
operation of the extraordinary powers of the law, which have been extended to the 
Lord Lieutenant, has restored the external appearances of tranquillity and order in 
a considerable degree; but that the spirit of disorder remains generally in the 
districts lately disturbed, without apparent mitigation ; and that the instruments of 
outrage and violence are still generally retained in the hands of the offenders. 

It is to be apprehended therefore, that the mischief, now allayed, would break 
out, perhaps with additional malignity, if the Insurrection Act should be suffered to 
expire at so early a period of time as the 1st of August 1 822. The immediate object 
of the policy and care of the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, must be by checking 
actual violence and lawless outrage ; to break the habit of crime ; and to inculcate, 
by close and hourly vigilance, a general sense of the difficulty and danger of dis- 
obedience to the law. As these difficulties and dangers have been increased, and 
have approximated more sensibly to common observation, the commission of crime 
has subsided; this is a positive advantage, gained not only for the government, 
and His Majesty’s peaceable and loyal subjects, but for those classes of the popu- 
lation whose habitual intemperance and disorderly character, had been exasperated 
into insurrection and rebellion, by the impunity of progressive excesses, and by the 
insufficient strength of the law. 

To induce the habit of abstaining from excess, is some advance towards the 
introduction of habits of good order and lawful obedience ; and if general tran- 
quillity can be maintained for a considerable period of time, the natural course of 
moral causes may be expected to open and facilitate the channels of industry and 

423- G honest 
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N* 5- honest labour ; and the common sense of the people may gradually prefer the 
(N° 3- Series ^d.) advantages of peace and security, to the perils of illegal adventure. 

If the Insurrection Act derives its force from the principles of coercion and 
terror, it has suspended a tyranny, which carried both to the utmost extremity of 
barbarous and relentless cruelty ; which had become irresistible by the ordinary 
powers of law ; and which, unresisted, must have reduced Ireland to an incapacity 
of receiving any benefit of good government. 

The early expiration of the Act would, at least, hazard the revival of that tyranny ; 
the restraints imposed on violence have not yet been of sufficient duration to form 
any solid foundation of a better and more disciplined disposition in the minds of the 
people. Even now it is believed that arms are retained in the hope of the expiration 
of the law on the 1st of August; and although a more auspicious sentiment may 
exist in the hearts of some, even of the guilty, it would be contrary to all prudent 
policy and provident wisdom, by a premature relaxation . of the law, to afford facility 
to the accomplishment of the worst designs, and to weaken the protections and 
safeguards, which now secure the lives and properties of the loyal and obedient, 
before the spirit of outrage had been effectually extinguished. 

Under all these considerations, I humbly submit to His Majesty’s government 
my opinion, that the renewal of the Insurrection Act is required for the maintenance 
of that degree of tranquillity which it has restored, and for the further extension and 
cultivation of the blessings of peace and good order. 

No additional military force, no improvement nor augmentation of the police, 
would now be effectual without the aid of the Insurrection Act ; with that aid, it 
appears to be rational to expect that tranquillity may be maintained, confirmed, and 
extended throughout Ireland. 

It is therefore my duty, in every view, to request the renewal of the law, of which 
the operation forms the subject ot this dispatch. 

In employing the force confided to me by the Insurrection Act, I have neither 
applied it indiscriminately, nor used it without ample and calm deliberation, nor 
feared to wield so dreadfiil a power where evident necessity and the public safety 
demanded its exercise. 

I will venture to add one further suggestion : that the early renewal of the Insur- 
rection Act, without any alteration ofits powers, would tend greatly to increase 
and confirm all the benefits which have already been derived, or which may be 
expected from the operation of that law ; and that if it should be the judgment of 
His Majesty’s government to renew the law, the early notification of that opinion 
in Parliament, and the early renewal of the law, would be advantageous to the esta- 
blishment of good order in Ireland. 
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